
READ TO INSPIRE 

 

List the top ten books, with details, that constitute a must read 

by the college level teachers, for improving their pedagogical 

skills. 

Selecting the "top ten" books for college-level teachers to improve 

their pedagogical skills can be subjective, as individual preferences 

and teaching contexts vary. However, here is a list of influential 

books that cover a range of pedagogical topics and can contribute to 

professional development: 

1. "The Skillful Teacher: On Technique, Trust, and 

Responsiveness in the Classroom" by Stephen D. Brookfield 

 Description: This book explores teaching techniques, 

building trust with students, and responding effectively 

to diverse learning needs. It provides practical insights 

for college-level instructors looking to enhance their 

classroom skills. 

2. "What the Best College Teachers Do" by Ken Bain 

 Description: Ken Bain examines the practices of 

exceptional college teachers and identifies common 

strategies that lead to effective learning experiences. 

The book emphasizes the importance of creating a 

learner-centered environment. 

3. "Understanding by Design" by Grant Wiggins and Jay 

McTighe 

 Description: This book introduces the backward design 

approach to curriculum planning. It guides teachers in 

creating meaningful learning experiences by starting with 



the end goals and aligning assessments and activities 

accordingly. 

4. "Teaching What You Don't Know" by Therese Huston 

 Description: Addressing a common challenge for college 

educators, this book provides practical advice on teaching 

subjects outside one's expertise. It offers strategies 

for effective preparation and communication in such 

situations. 

5. "The Joy of Teaching: A Practical Guide for New College 

Instructors" by Peter Filene 

 Description: Geared toward new college instructors, this 

book offers practical advice on lesson planning, managing 

time, and creating an engaging classroom environment. It 

covers a wide range of teaching challenges. 

6. "How Learning Works: Seven Research-Based Principles for 

Smart Teaching" by Susan A. Ambrose et al. 

 Description: Based on research from the Learning 

Sciences, this book outlines seven principles that inform 

effective teaching practices. It provides insights into 

how students learn and practical strategies for 

instructors. 

7. "Small Teaching: Everyday Lessons from the Science of 

Learning" by James M. Lang 

 Description: Lang introduces simple yet impactful 

teaching techniques grounded in learning science. The 

book provides practical strategies that can be easily 

integrated into daily teaching practices to enhance 

student engagement and understanding. 



8. "The First Days of School: How to Be an Effective 

Teacher" by Harry K. Wong and Rosemary T. Wong 

 Description: A classic guide for new and experienced 

teachers alike, this book focuses on classroom 

management, organization, and establishing positive 

relationships with students. It offers practical tips for a 

successful start to the school year. 

9. "Make It Stick: The Science of Successful Learning" by 

Peter C. Brown, Henry L. Roediger III, and Mark A. 

McDaniel 

 Description: This book delves into the science of learning 

and memory. It offers insights into effective study 

techniques and how instructors can help students retain 

information for the long term. 

10. "The Art of Possibility: Transforming Professional and 

Personal Life" by Rosamund Stone Zander and Benjamin 

Zander 

 Description: While not specifically about teaching, this 

book explores transformative approaches to leadership 

and communication. It provides valuable insights for 

educators looking to inspire creativity and collaboration in 

their classrooms. 

These books offer a diverse range of perspectives on pedagogy, 

classroom management, and effective teaching strategies. College-

level teachers can explore these resources to enhance their skills 

and approaches to teaching in higher education. 

 

 

 


